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thirdly, that the martyr was raised to life by the prayers of St Beuno, and
bore ever after the mark of her martyrdom by a red circle on her skin
about her neck. If these authors, who lived a long time after these trans-
actions, were by some of their guides led into any mistakes in any of these
circumstances, neither the sanctity of the martyr nor the devotion of the
place can be hereby made liable to censure. St Wenefride died on the
22nd of June, as the old panegyric preached on her festival, and several
of her lives, testify; the most ancient life of this saint, in the Cottonian
manuscript, places her death or rather her burial at Guthurin on the 24th
of June. The words are, " The place where she lived with the holy virgins
was called Guthurin, where sleeping, on the eighth before the calends of
July, she was buried, and rests in the Lord." Her festival was removed
to the 3rd of November, probably on account of some translation; and,
in 1391, Thomas Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, with his clergy in
convocation assembled, ordered her festival to be kept on that day through-
out his province with an office of nine lessons,1 which is inserted in the
Sarum Breviary. The time when this saint lived is not mentioned in any
of her lives; most, with Alford and Cressy, think it was about the close
of the seventh century. Her relics were translated from Guthurin to
Shrewsbury in the year 1138, and deposited with great honour in the
church of the Benedictin abbey, which had been founded there, without
the walls, in 1083, by Roger, Earl of Montgomery. Herbert, abbot of
that house, procured the consent of the diocesan, the Bishop of Bangor
(for the bishopric of St Asaph's, in which Guthurin is situated, was only
restored in 1143), and caused the translation to be performed with great
solemnity, as is related by Robert, then prior of that house (probably the
same who was made Bishop of Bangor in 1210), who mentions some
miraculous cures performed on that occasion, to which he was eye-witness,
The shrine of this saint was plundered at the dissolution of monasteries.

Several miracles were wrought through the intercession of this saint
at Guthurin, Shrewsbury, and especially Holy-Well. To instance some
examples: Sir Roger Bodenham, Knight of the Bath, after he was aban-
doned by the ablest physicians-and the most famous colleges of that faculty,
was cured of a terrible leprosy by bathing in this miraculous fountain in
1606, upon which he became himself a Catholic, and gave an ample
certificate of his wonderful cure, signed by many others. Mrs Jane
Wakeman, of Sussex, in 1630, brought to the last extremity by a terrible
ulcerated breast, was perfectly healed in one night by bathing thrice in that
well, as she and her husband attested. A poor widow of Kidderminster,
in Worcestershire, had been long lame and bedridden, when she sent a
single penny to Holy-Well, to be given to the first poor body the person
should meet with there; and at the very time it was given at Holy-Well
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